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THE FRASER COAST CHRONICLE 
2010 ILLUMINATED STREET PARADE  

 
It’s Now Easier than Ever to Get Involved! 

 

THE FESTIVAL OBJECTIVE  
 
The majestic Humpback Whale put Hervey Bay on the map and now it’s our 
turn to turn the tide on whale conservation. Join with the whale watch capital 
of the world as we host the Hervey Bay Whale Festival this August to 
celebrate our love for Humpback Whales and learn more about what people 
are doing in the fight to keep our oceans safe for this magnificent species for 
future generations. Together we can make a difference.  

 
THE ILLUMINATED STREET PARADE  
 
The Illuminated Street Parade is a highlight of the much-loved Hervey Bay Whale 
Festival that will see a street parade of illuminated floats along the Hervey Bay Esplanade 
that will light up the August night sky. 
 
The Illuminated Street Parade will this year take on the theme of Our World Treasure  
representing our home- The Great Sandy Biosphere and the recent recognition of our region 
as a unique world environment. Float participants will be asked to represent this theme within 
their float creations. 
 
The parade will also take on a more environmentally friendly focus with a new category in this 
year's event being awarded to the best "eco-float". The category will encourage participants to 
reduce-re-use and recycle, making a float out of all recyclable materials. Organisers hope this 
year will see the introduction of new breed eco-friendly alternatives. 
 
IT’S EASIER 
 
This year you don’t need a vehicle to get involved! Most people don’t own a 20 foot flat bed 
trailer- so never fear. This year we encourage foot or cycle powered floats for participants to 
take part under their own “steam”. You can walk in costume-clad groups or walk along with 
illuminated lanterns! 
 
YOU COULD WIN! 
 
There’s stacks of prizes up for grabs over a number different categories for you to win. This 
year there’s a number of new categories  to enter such as the best “Eco-Float” and the “Foot 
Powered” category. Check out the entry form for all of the prizes to be won.  
 
HOW TO GET INVOLVED 
 
1) Familiarise yourself with the “World Treasure” theme of this year’s parade that can be 
found on the inspiration page (below) to draw on ideas for your entry 
 
2) Get together with your school/community/business groups to get your thinking caps on 
 
3) Fill out your registration form and send back to us telling us about your entry and the 
category you are entering 
 

DUST OFF THE FAIRY LIGHTS AND GET THE WALLPAPER READY TO PAST E, 
IT'S TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT IDEAS FOR YOUR FL OAT CREATIONS 
FOR THIS YEAR'S STREET PARADE. 
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3) Participate in our DIY Workshops /Tip Shop Tours to learn valuable float making skills 
 
4) Start building your float or making costumes for your group entry 

 
HELPFUL TIPS  

·  Floats do not have to be mounted on vehicles. Entries can be groups dressed in 
costumes walking the parade route or groups might like to make their float into a 
lantern. With event organisers trying to give the event a much greener 
emphasis, they also encourage people to take part under their own "steam" so to 
speak. 
 

·   Foot and cycle powered entries are encouraged.  
 

·  Visit our Recycling Centres in both Hervey Bay and Maryborough to see what 
materials you can reuse and recycle on your floats. (Eg. Thongs could be used for 
eyelashes) 

 
·  Consider the ecological footprint of your float in terms of energy, materials and waste 

generated.  
 

·  The illumination can be provided by any form of lighting from strings of fairy lights, 
spot lights, torches, glow sticks, glow ware and candles.  

This year sustainability is the key in this year's street parade. As a parade participant we hope 
you will consider helping us to make the celebrations eco-friendly- consider the ecological 
footprint of your float in terms of energy, materials and waste generated.  

For more information please visit www.herveybaywhalefestival.com.au 
 
Or contact Council’s Fraser Coast Events staff on: 
 
Phone: 1300 794 929 
Email: events@frasercoast.qld.gov.au 
 
 
 
The 2010 Illuminated Street Parade is proudly brought to you by: 
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LEARN THE SKILLS 
 
DIY Workshops with Bunnings Warehouse 
 
Learn the art of Float Building 101 with workshops thanks to Bunnings Warehouse. Bunnings 
will run 2 weekends of float building classes for your groups to attend to get some fabulous 
float-building tips with recycled materials. Workshops will be run at 1:30pm on Saturday 17th 
and 24th July and can be booked by calling Bunnings Warehouse on 41 285 100. It is a great 
opportunity for you to get the most out of your float for this year’s Street Parade. 
 
Recycling Centre Tours 
 
To celebrate the new Eco-Float category in this year’s festival, we’re inviting your 
school/community group to take part in our Recycling Centre tours to learn more about 
recycling and some useful tips on materials that could be utilised for your floats. You’ll receive 
fun float building tips and material suggestions for your floats. Bookings are essential and can 
be booked by phoning 4190 5629. Organise a trip with your group today.� 
 
Maryborough Tours will be held on Tuesday 13th and Thursday 15th July 
Hervey Bay Tours will be held on Wednesday 14th and Friday 16th July 
  
FLOAT BUILDING TIPS: 
 
A Few Tips for Building a Fantastic Float... 
 

1) Get an Idea  
To begin with, you’ll need a clear idea of what you want to build. The best idea is to 
get together with your group for a brainstorming session about what the “World 
Treasure” theme means to you and how you will represent this through your float. 
There are many elements of the Great Sandy Biosphere that you can draw on- be as 
creative as your imagination will let you be! From whale tails to lush rainforests, the 
theme Great Sandy Biosphere has it all! For more information head to 
www.greatsandybiosphere.org  
 

2) Choosing a Platform  
Most people don’t own a 20 foot float so 
it’s important to know that any size trailer 
will do. If you have a pick-up truck, flat 
bed truck or even a trolley, these can all 
be adapted to become a float. Once your 
mode of transport is decorated, the 
mechanics of whatever you use will be 
irrelevant anyway. Don’t forget that this 
year we encourage foot- or cycle powered 
floats or to walk in groups carrying 
lanterns or waving flags. Have a think about whether or not you will use costumes to 
help reinforce your story? Carry flags or banners to explain your theme? 
 

3) Materials 
Try and use as many recycled materials as possible. This year sustainability is the 
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name of the game and you must try and follow the 3 R’s (reduce, reuse and recycle) 
as much as you can. Have a look around your garage or Recycling Centres for 
materials to see what can be adapted. Old paintbrushes make good character 
eyelashes, while old rubber thongs make good fish scales for your float. Cloth, old 
sheets and cardboard are also good for materials in your float.  
 

4) Power  
To enter the illuminated street parade, you must have a source of light. There are a 
number of different ways to do this.  
GENERATOR- If you own, can borrow or event want to rent a generator, they are 
ideal since most generators provide enough power to run several supplies for lighting 
and sound. 
INVERTER- Inverters are becoming more popular now since they are powered from 
the car battery. The run enough energy to power small string lights, a few small spot 
lights or lots of fairy lights.  
CAR BATTERY- If you can attach 12V lighting to your float, then powering it from a 
car battery is a good method.  
BATTERY- This is a great way to decorate a very small float. Christmas tree lights 
usually run on 12V supplies, so putting 2 large 6V batteries in series and connecting it 
to a simple string of Christmas tree lights is a cheap and effective way of becoming 
illuminated. 
 

5) Lighting  
Rope lights are fast becoming a reliable way of illuminating floats. They also require 
little power to run small strings and can be purchased from most hardware stores.  
Christmas tree lights are the cheapest way to illuminate a float. 
Spot lights are great for lighting up a single feature, but remember that halogen lamps 
are power hungry, and can get very hot.  
Another cheap way is to use shiny materials which will reflect light. Glitter, sequins 
and reflective paint will catch enough light from hand held torch and surrounding 
street lights.  
Car spot lamps attached to a roof rack provide ample light, if you have a spare set, 
it’s a great way to illuminate a float.  
BE SURE THAT YOUR LIGHTING IS ABLE TO COPE IN OUTDOOR SITUATIONS. 
If it should rain, fluorescent tube circuitry generally fails, and household bulbs pop if 
water touches them when they are hot.  
 

6) Create Atmosphere  
The award will be given to the entry that is the most eye-catching. Ensure you have 
plenty of colour, excitement and costume within your entry to stand out from the rest. 
Fun music will create atmosphere and dancing participants create excitement 
amongst the crowds to join in. Use lots of flags to wave in the air or carry colourful 
banners to enforce your message.  
 

7) Eco-Float 
Don’t forget there will be an award given to the float that has been the most creative 
with recycled materials. We encourage you to make the most out of the Recycling 
Centre Tours and DIY Classes at Bunnings Warehouse to get the most out of your 
entry. $1000 will be awarded to the float that has reduced, re-used and recycled in 
the most creative of ways.  

We encourage all float participants to ensure the b est environmental practices are 
considered when dismantling your float. Please cons ider the environment and recycle 
your materials once you are finished with your floa t. For more information on what is 
considered recyclable waste please phone 1300 794 9 29. 
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